Year 2 National Curriculum requirements
Pupils should be taught to




develop a range of personal strategies for learning new and irregular words*
develop a range of personal strategies for spelling at the point of composition
develop a range of strategies for checking and proofreading spellings after writing*

Pupils should be taught to spell by
 segmenting spoken words into phonemes and representing these by graphemes, spelling
many correctly
 learning new ways of spelling phonemes for which one or more spellings are already
known, and learning some words with each spelling, including a few common homophones
 learning to spell common exception words
 learning to spell more words with contracted forms
 learning the possessive apostrophe (singular), for example, the girl’s book
 distinguishing between homophones and near homophones
 adding suffixes to spell longer words, for example, ‘-ment’, ‘-ful’, ‘-less’, ‘-ly’
 applying spelling rules and guidelines, as listed in English Appendix 1
 writing from memory simple sentences dictated by the teacher that include words using the
GPCs, common exception words and punctuation taught so far.
 Teaching sequence
 The programme has been written broadly following a teaching sequence for spelling, whereby
each new concept is taught, practised and then applied and assessed. Frequently there is
also a ‘Revise’ session before the teaching session. A typical teaching sequence is as
follows:

Within the lessons, the particular focus is identified, followed by suggested teaching strategies.

Tips for learning spellings at home
Learning at home needs to be an extension of the practice in school. Consider
• limiting the number of words to five or less a week to ensure success and enable deeper
learning
• making sure pupils and parents have access to the range of learning strategies which have
been taught in school, to use in home learning
• assessing spellings in context, for example: learning spellings in a given sentence, generating
sentences for each word, assessing through unseen dictated sentences
• keeping an ongoing record of words learnt and setting very high expectations of correct
application in writing once a word has been learned.
The learning strategies on the next two pages are introduced incrementally throughout the
programme and can then be used to support learning spellings at home.

